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Al-Azhar Graduates:

the Terrorist Groups Adopt the
Discourse of Intolerance and Rigidity

The World Organization for al-Azhar
Graduates convened a qualifying
training course for a number of Iraqi
imams and preachers, under the aus-
pices of Prof. Ahmad at-Tayyeb, the
Grand Imam of al-Azhar. The course
targeted to train and qualify 22 of
trainees, in the framework of attain-
ing the Organization’s foremost ob-
jective which is spreading the Islam-
ic moderate approach and qualifying
the imams to confront the extremist
ideologies worldwide. The training
course discussed several crucial top-
ics such as: “The Approaches of Pru-
dent Religious Discourse”, “Islam
and Religious Diversity”, “Islam and
Peaceful Coexistence”, “The Role of
al-Azhar in Producing and Develop-
ing Science”.

While discussing “The Approaches
of Prudent Religious Discourse”,
Dr. Ramadan Hassan, Head of the
Arabic Language Department, Fac-
ulty of Islamic and Arabic Studies in
Cairo, stressed that renewing the re-
ligious discourse has become a cru-
cial matter, specially that those fa-
natics and extremists have deviated
from the right understanding and in-
terpretations of the Islamic Shari’ah,
and focused on the variables rather
than the constants. Such attitude af-
fected the process of attaining the
five objectives of Shari’ah which
are: Protection of Faith, Protection
of Life, Protection of Lineage, Pro-
tection of Intellect and Protection
of Property. Hence, al-Azhar insti-
tution, as the beacon of moderate
Islam worldwide, intended to carry
out the mission of renewing the reli-
gious discourse; indeed, “Renewal”
is an inevitable universal rubric that

is constantly taking place. Addition-
ally, Dr. Hassan explained that the
terrorist groups follow the intolerant
rigid type of discourse, neglecting
the lofty objectives of Islam, where
they may declare a fellow-Muslim
as a disbeliever if he/she commits
a dreadful sin. In addition to that,
extremists only accept the superfi-
cial explicit interpretations of the
Qur’anic verses and overlook the
implicit ones. This is quite appar-
ent in their misinterpretation of
the Qur’anic verses tackling Jihad,
where they conceived them as a call
for fight and bloodshed. Indeed, the
terrorist groups ignored that these
Qur’anic verses call for the “Jihad of
Preaching”, as Allah Almighty says:
“So do not obey the disbelievers, but
struggle against them therewith with
a great endeavor” [Q. 25. 52] and
“But as for those who struggle for
Our sake, We shall assuredly guide
them in Our ways” [Q. 29. 69].
Thus, al-Azhar institution, along
with its moderate approach and its
senior scholars, plays a pivotal role

in order to achieve the objectives
of Allah Almighty and His Proph-
et (PBUH). Moreover, Dr. Hassan
demanded the trainees to abide by
al-Azhar moderate approach, and to
transfer its message to their coun-
tries and communities in order to
confront the terrorist and extremist
ideologies that defame the pure im-
age of Islam.

During the inauguration of the
training course, Prof. Abdul Fadeel
al-Qoosi, the Organization’s
Vice-Chairman and member of al-
Azhar Council of Senior Scholars,
stressed that the aim of this train-
ing course is to refute the false
claims against Islam and Muslims
and to correct the misconceptions
propagated by the extremist groups
worldwide. He added that the train-
ing course focuses on defining the
Islamic moderate approach that pro-
tects the innocent souls, condemns
all sorts of fanaticism and extrem-
ism, and urges unity and cooperation
to prevent the destruction of home-
land.

Campaigns for WAAG’s Branches around the
World to Raise Awareness abhout Coronavirus

WAAG’s Branch in Indonesia, in
cooperation with al-Azhar Center
for Teaching Arabic to Non-Native
Speakers in Indonesia, launched a
campaign to raise awareness about
the seriousness and symptoms of
Coronavirus (Covid-19), and how to
prevent it. The campaign deals with
preventive measures to reduce the
risk of infection with the virus, and
educating the center’s students on the
need for following instructions of pre-
vention. Furthermore, some Egyptian
and Indonesian teachers explained in
detail the procedures and presented
some pictures to ease communicating
the information. The campaign aims
to emphasize the importance of the
healthy culture, raise awareness of
the transmission of the virus, provide
the necessary instructions to avoid in-
fection and the need of adopting the
healthy habits for protection against
many diseases, the most important of
which are washing hands with water
and soap continuously and avoiding
people who have cold or flu symptoms
and avoiding the hotbeds of infection.
Moreover, WAAG’s branch in Ban-
gladesh, in cooperation with the Is-
lamic Academy of Mizan al-Salam,
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held a seminar under the title “the
Peaceful Co-existence with other
Religions” in the headquarters of the
academy in the city of Chattogram.
It is worth mentioning that Muham-
mad Moen al-Azhari, a member of
the branch and the preacher of Chat-
togram’s mosque said that the Islam-
ic culture and civilization is open to
other civilizations and responsive to
the cultures of peoples. The principle
of Islam’s universality is the foun-
dation upon which the relations of
Muslims’ with the people of heaven-
ly religions are based. Allah said: “O
mankind, We have created you male
and female, and appointed you races
and tribes, that you may know one

another. Surely the noblest among
you in the sight of God is the most
godfearing of you. God is All-know-
ing, All-aware.” [Q. 49:13] The
member of the branch pointed out
to the importance of peaceful coex-
istence with other religions because
Islam is the religion of mercy and
humanity clarifying that the differ-
ence is a natural phenomenon in hu-
man societies. In the conclusion, the
participants called on the necessity
of understanding’s presence among
the segments of the society away
from wars and violence, in addition
to adherence to the Azhari approach
that calls upon dialogue, acceptance
of other and peaceful co-existence.

www.waag-azhar.org

Thai Officials Commend

" the Organization’s Efforts ’

in Confronting Extremism

Representatives of the World Organization for Al-Azhar
Graduates Branch in Thailand, in Pattani Province, met
with a number of Thai officials to discuss channels of
promoting cooperation and facilitating coordination
among the Organization Branch in Thailand, the Thai
Government and various institutions in order to dissem-
inate the message of Al-Azhar. Mr. Waedaoh Waeduereh,
Vice-President of the Branch, mentioned that fighting ter-
rorism and extremism necessitates consolidating efforts,
working on dismantling extremist ideologies and uproot-
ing them. In addition, he pointed to the fact that this aim
could be attained through spreading the moderate Azhari
thought that forbids shedding blood, discards violence and
calls for peaceful coexistence within communities regard-
less of different affiliations.

Moreover, General Tera Dua, Commander of Chief in the
South of Thailand, praised mutual cooperation between
Thailand and Al-Azhar Ash-Sharif, the role played by the
Organization and its Branch in Thailand in spreading val-
ues of moderation, tolerance as well as fighting extremist
ideologies and violence among Muslims in Thailand.

It is worth mentioning that this meeting was attended
by prominent Thai officials from Phatthalung Provinces,
school principals in the South, a large number of Al-Azhar
Graduates as well as representatives of the Organization
Branch in Thailand.

The World Organization for Al-Azhar Graduates
Publishes The Reality of the Contemporary Re-
ligious Discourse to Face Extremist |deology

The World Organization for Al-Azhar Graduates pub-
lished a new book entitled The Reality of Contemporary
Religious Discourse as a part of its plan to refute and chal-
lenge extremist ideologies through a series of publications
that tackle contemporary issues. The book tackles two
main themes as follows:

The first theme: The Reality of Contemporary Religious
Discourse

Inward-looking Discourse and a Reading of its Effects.
Deviant and Incontrollable Discourse.

Discourse of Balance and Moderation: A discourse that
brings together Aql (reason) and Nagql (transmission)
The second theme: Searching for a Solution. This theme
sheds light on the concept of religious discourse, the ne-
cessity of renewing it, suggested objectives of religious
discourse in our age and methods of renovation.

It is worth mentioning that the book was written by Prof.
Ibrahim Al-Hodhod, Prior President of Al-Azhar Univer-
sity and Academic Adviser to the Organization. The in-
troduction was written by Prof. Abdul Fadeel Al-Qousy,
Member of Senior Scholars Authority and Vice-Chairman
of the Organization.

Similarly, the Organization also published another book
entitled Defining Concepts and its Role in Renewing Reli-
gious Discourse. It was written by Abdul Fattah Al-Awary,
Dean of Usul Ad-Deen Faculty, and the introduction was
written by Prof. Abdul Fadeel Al-Qousy, Member of Se-
nior Scholars Authority and Vice-Chairman of the Organi-
zation. It presents a contemporary view of some terminol-
ogy commonly used by people as well as misconceptions
such as: Jihad, khilafah (Caliphate), Dar As-Salam (Abode
of Islam) and Dar Al-Kufr (Abode of Disbelief).
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La pensée
musulmane pour
notre temps

Par Mustapha Cherif

LeA réponAea aux critiques (3

Premiére critique d’actualité, certains accusent les musulmans de
«communautarisme» a cause d’une minorité de fondamentalistes.
Pourtant, la notion de « Umma », communauté spirituelle et non
point politique, signifie lensemble des croyants musulmans, par-
dela leurs origines et leurs nationalités. Elle respecte la notion
de peuple, de patrie, de nation, de citoyenneté, la diversité des
situations, des appartenances et des cultures. La pensée profonde
sait que la citoyenneté, membre d’une méme nation, tous liés
et égaux face a la loi, est prioritaire et primordiale. Le Coran
emploie plusieurs fois les notions de peuple et de nation.

Cela rend le lien citoyen fondamental pour faire société, vivre
ensemble, compatible avec d'autres, comme le lien entre croyants
d’'une méme religion ou interreligieux. Le musulman noppose
pas et ne hiérarchise pas son appartenance a 'umma, niveau
spirituel, et celui social, culturel et politique a la nation ou il vit,
niveau temporel. Il se veut loyal, en sachant que la citoyenneté
est vital, un acquis. La foi est une question privée, liée a la liberté
de conscience et la citoyenneté est plus large. Elle concerne la vie
collective par-dela les singularités. Il n’y a aucune incompatibilité
a affirmer haut et fort que le bon croyant est avant tout un bon
citoyen.

Quappelle-t-on communautarisme ? Si cest senfermer, contredire
la citoyenneté, les valeurs de respect de Tlaltérité, refuser de
participer a la vie commune citoyenne de la nation ou lon vit et
au respect des lois, comme cela est parfois visible, il est logique
de prendre toutes les mesures légales, sociales et éducatives, pour
faire reculer ce phénomeéne. Tout en ceuvrant en faveur de la
justice sociale et en luttant contre les discriminations. Par contre,
si Cest apprécier autant le lien social citoyen, républicain, que les
liens des groupes cultuels ou culturels, et partager des traditions,
cela est sain et légitime.

Contrairement aux préjugés, fraterniser au sein dune
communauté nest pas du communautarisme, si ses membres
sont inclusifs et ont d’autres relations sociales et culturelles. La
Nation est Une, le caractére unitaire de Iidentité nationale de
chaque pays doit étre enseigné, respecter et intérioriser, sans
exclure le respect du pluralisme. Ce dernier ne doit pas porter
atteinte au socle commun. Il s’agit de les articuler. Responsabilité
partagée et une chance réciproque que 'immense majorité des

musulmans reconnait.

Suite...
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Intimider lea victimea de coronavirua et Ae moquer
d-eux eat un acte prohibé par la religion, et un
danger inadmiAAible, confirme le cheikh d-Al-Azhar

A propos de nouveaux développements
sur le Coronavirus, Son Eminence
le Grand Imam, le Dr Ahmed Al-
Tayeb, Cheikh d>Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, a
adressé le dimanche \Y avril Y-Y+ un
message télévisé au peuple égyptien. Il
y a souligné que les différents aspects
de Dbintimidation et la moquerie des
malades infectés par le Coronavirus
est un acte dangereux et rejeté tant sur
la forme que sur le fond. Du point de
vue religieux et éthique, il nest jamais
permis qwun homme intimide ou se
moque doun autre infecté ou décédé
a cause de cette pandémie. Chacun
de nous doit, plutdt, prier pour la

personne atteinte, d»étre solidaire avec

lui, ne pas se moquer de lui par des
propos, des actes ou des regards qui
pourraient la blesser ou porter atteinte
a ses proches.

Dsailleurs, sur le plan éthique, son
éminence a fortement dénoncé
binstrumentalisation des cadavres pour
acquérir des «intéréts» subalternes
qwAllah en montrant quun tel acte
constitue bune des mauvais caractéres
et bun des vices. Les acteurs doun tel
acte sont maudits par Allah, le Trés
Haut, les anges et tout croyant vouant
sincérement le culte a Allah et loyal a
sa patrie sans livrer sa conscience et
sa raison 4 ceux qui manipulent les

religions et les patries.

-<1-Organidation Mondiale deA Diplomeéa d-Al-Azhar-
lance une campagne mondiale de AenAibiliAation
contre le Coronavirua.

Consciente de son role, a la
fois, préventif et instructif
différents pays
et peuples, les filieres de

envers les

mondiale
d>Al-Azhar
a Dlétranger ont lancé une

1 Organisation
des  diplomés
campagne de prévention
contre les dangers du
Covid-19.

Cette campagne, qui

coronavirus,
passe
par des plateformes de

médias électroniques, vise
a informer tous les citoyens
des mesures de prévention

prises pour lutter contre le

coronavirus et a respecter les  De
enseignements de

r. HM. ZAINUL MAJDI, MA
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DIslam.

méme,

mondiale  des  diplomés

d>Al-Azhar a souligné que
battention portée a bhygiéne,
le respect des instructions et
des orientations émises par
les autorités compétentes
dans le domaine de la santé
préventive, le fait d>observer
une distance de sécurité drun
meétre entre les personnes
et le

respect  scrupuleux

des mesures dhygiéne,
éviteront la propagation de
cette maladie et aideront a
Déliminer et a réduire des
b Organisation

symptomes variés et des

aggravations.

L-agreaAion contre leaA innocenta eAt le plua grand péché majeur. Souligne
L-Organisation mondiale dea diplomea d-Al-Azhar.

L>Organisation mondiale des diplomés d>Al-Azhar
a condamné Dbattaque terroriste commise par des
éléments extrémistes contre un camp militaire dans
la région de Gao, au nord du Mali, tuant 20 soldats.
Dans un communiqué, l>0rganisation a affirmé:
La charia menace d>un grand chatiment dans la vie
dici-bas et dans bau-dela celui qui verse le sang
des innocents, violent les biens d>autrui ou terrorise
les sécurisés. De méme, elle le considére comme
semeur de corruption, car il fait la guerre contre
Allah et Son messager. Il doit subir un chatiment
dans la vie dvici-bas et un chatiment dans bau-dela.
«La récompense de ceux qui font la guerre contre
Allah et Son messager, et qui sefforcent de semer
la corruption sur la terre, oest quils soient tués, ou
crucifiés, ou que soient coupées leur main et leur
jambe opposées, ou qwils soient expulsés du pays.
Ce sera pour eux bignominie ici-bas; et dans bau-
dela, il y aura pour eux un énorme chatiment,» La
Table Servie, verset 33.

Lrorganisation a souligné que les agents de sécurité
de barmée et de la police accomplissent une grande

mission, Allah, le Tout-Puissant et Son Messager

la glorifient. Le messager d>Allah, que la paix et
la bénédiction d>Allah soient sur lui, a dit: «Il est

www.waag-

deux yeux que le feu ne touchera jamais: beeil qui
a pleuré par craint d>Allah et beeil qui a passé la

nuit & monter la garde pour la cause d>Allah.»

azhar.org

Quiconque agresse barmée et les policiers contribue
a semer le chaos et la discorde (la fitna) dans le pays.
Dans un communiqué, 'Organisation a ajouté que
les attaques de groupes extrémistes et terroristes
contre des innocents sont considérées comme les
plus grands des péchés majeurs, car dans le Coran,
Allah, le Tout-Puissant, a interdit de tuer les Ames:
«Quiconque tue intentionnellement un croyant,
sa rétribution alors sera LEnfer, pour y demeurer
éternellement. Allah ba frappé de Sa colére, ba
maudit et lui a préparé un énorme chéitiment.»
Sourate les Femmes, verset, 93. A ce propos, le
messager d>Allah, que la paix et la bénédiction
d>Allah soient sur lui, a dit:

«Evitez les sept turpitudes!». - «Quelles sont-elles,
6 Envoyé d>Allah?», demandeérent les croyants. -
«Ce sont, répondit-il, le polythéisme, la magie;
le meurtre quwAllah a interdit sauf a bon
droit;
busure; la fuite du front au jour du djihad et la fausse

busurpation des biens de Dorphelin;
accusation (de fornication) des femmes vertueuses,

chastes et Croyantes».
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