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The Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Congratulates
Pope Leo XIV on His Appointment and
Calls for Enhanced Interfaith Dialogue

—

His Eminence the Grand Imam of al-Azhar, Professor
Ahmad at-Tayyeb, extended his heartfelt congratulations
to Pope Leo XIV on his election as the new head of the
Catholic Church, via his official Facebook and X (formerly
known as Twitter) accounts.

His Eminence the Grand Imam expressed his aspiration for
continued cooperation with the Catholic Church to advance
the values of interfaith dialogue and human fraternity, in
the service of global peace and peaceful coexistence.
The message reads: | sincerely congratulate Pope Leo
XIV on his election. We look forward to continuing our
collaboration with His Holiness to strengthen interfaith
dialogue and uphold the values of human fraternity to
foster global peace, coexistence, and a brighter future for
all humanity.”

Integrating the Palestinian Issue, Systematically,
into Educational Curricula at Various Levels

Participants in “Listen and Speak” Forum, organized by
al-Azhar Observatory for Combating Extremism in its fourth
edition, expressed their gratitude to al-Azhar institution and
His Eminence the Grand Imam of al-Azhar for sponsoring
the event, acknowledging the efforts made in preparation
and organization.

As for enhancing the role of youth in supporting the
Palestinian issue, the forum proposed integrating the
Palestinian issue, systematically, in the educational
curricula at various levels, focusing on the issue’s historical,
humanitarian and legal aspects besides the pivotal role of
the Egyptian state in general and al-Azhar in particular
in defending the Palestinian cause. Such endeavors will
help in raising the youth’s awareness of the rights of
the Palestinian people, strengthen their support for this
just cause, and promote their effective engagement in
supporting the cause via digital space.

The forum recommended establishing a fund to support the
youth media alternative as an effective tool that provides
positive, constructive content, tackling societal and
humanitarian issues with responsibility and awareness.
This fund aims to provide an attractive and reliable platform
for youth to express their opinions and creativity, that
protects them from the toxicity of extremist media and the
duplicity practiced by some global media outlets, and bias
against the establishment of a Palestinian state.

The forum called for launching a wide-scale digital media
campaign, with youth participation, to expose the practices
of the Zionist occupation and raise the awareness of the
international community about the rights of the Palestinian
people, focusing on methods that align with the digital
development to reach the largest segment of the global
public audience.

The forum emphasized the importance of developing youth
skills in using digital media through:

Organizing workshops and training courses for youth
on digital media skills and confronting hate speech and
extremist ideology, including content production, digital
marketing, and effective communication. In this regard,
Al-Azhar Observatory announces that it will soon unveil its
training portfolio, which will serve as an Al-Azhar foundation
for training on how to dismantle extremist ideology in all its
forms, whether in Arab or Western contexts.

Supporting youth initiatives that use digital media to combat
fake news and hate speech, as the Observatory extends
its hands to all beneficial ideas in this regard.

Providing platforms for youth to showcase their digital
creations and exchange experiences. Hence, the
Observatory announces that it has launched the “lhyaa”
(Revival) platform as a nucleus for new platforms to
communicate with youth.

The Grand Imam: “What has been happening in Gaza for over a year and a
half is a brutal crime—one beyond |mag|nat|on even in the Middle Ages”

His Eminence Professor Ahmad
at-Tayyeb, the Grand Imam of al-
Azhar, met with a delegation from
the Royal College of Defence Studies
(RCDS), United Kingdom, headed by
Mr. Philip Parham, Senior Director of
Orientation at RCDS.

The Grand Imam welcomed the
Royal College of Defence Studies
delegation at the headquarters of
al-Azhar (Mashyakhat al-Azhar),
emphasizing that al-Azhar has borne
the responsibility of teaching the true
essence of Islam to students from
across the globe for over 1,080 years.
He affirmed that al-Azhar’s mission
is rooted in promoting peace, mutual
understanding, and brotherhood—
values it strives to instill in the hearts
of its students through a balanced
and moderate curriculum that
conveys authentic religious teachings
and shields them from extremist
ideologies.

His Eminence affirmed that al-Azhar
is open to all and actively engages in
cooperation with religious institutions
both domestically and internationally.
Notably, its first partnership began
with the Egyptian Church through
the establishment of the “Egyptian
Family House,” an initiative that
brings together all Egyptian churches
under the umbrella of al-Azhar ash-
Sharif. This joint effort has played
a significant role in preventing and
addressing sectarian tensions across
Egypt's governorates. Among the
most important outcomes of this
constructive collaboration with the
Egyptian Church and other Eastern
Churches was the replacement of the
term “minorities” with “citizenship,” a
milestone achieved during al-Azhar
International Conference on “Freedom
and Citizenship.. Diversity and
Integration”. He added that al-Azhar

has also expanded its cooperation
to include Western churches. The
Grand Imam highlighted his visits
to the Church of Canterbury, the
Vatican, and the World Council of
Churches, which led to numerous
constructive agreements. One of
the most significant outcomes of this
cooperation was the signing of the
“‘Document on Human Fraternity”
with the late Pope Francis in 2019.
This historic document stands as
a cornerstone for global peace
and coexistence, offering effective
solutions to many of the world’s
current challenges, provided its
principles are genuinely implemented.
The Grand Imam of al-Azhar
emphasized that al-Azhar promotes
its moderate and balanced approach
globally, serving as a beacon of
true Islamic scholarship. Currently,
it hosts over 60,000 students from
110 countries, who return to their
homelands equipped with sound
jurisprudence and authentic Shariah
sciences. These graduates play a
vital role in fostering peace within
their societies and countering
extremist ideologies. His Eminence
further noted that groups engaging

in violence based on a distorted
understanding of religion do not
represent Islam. He likened them to
“hired guns”, working with one party
at one time and with another at a
different time.

The Grand Imam also expressed
his deep regret to the members
of the delegation over the
unprecedented chaos, wars,
violence, and bloodshed the world
is witnessing today. He attributed
this global unrest to abandoning
fundamental human values, noting
that the world has become like a
jungle, where the powerful prey
upon the weak. As evidence,
His Eminence cited the ongoing
brutal crimes in Gaza, continuing
for more than a year and a half—
atrocities unimaginable even in the
Middle Ages. These horrors have
become a daily reality, unfolding
before the eyes of the international
community. Despite the age
of scientific and technological
advancement and the widespread
use of lofty human rights slogans,
this war has exposed the futility of
such rhetoric when not backed by
genuine action.

International Islamic Figh Academy Adopts Prof. Abbas
Shouman’s Proposals to Limit Harm from Electronic Games

The International Islamic Figh
Academy conference in Doha,
Qatar, has adopted proposals by
Prof. Abbas Shouman, President of
the World Organization for al-Azhar
Graduates and Secretary-General of
al-Azhar Council of Senior Scholars,
regarding the effects of electronic
games. These proposals have been
incorporated into the Academy’s
official decisions. They highlighted
the danger certain types of games
pose to religious and social values.
The conference recommended
limiting imports of these games,
classified as paid games like ‘Aviator’
as prohibited gambling, and called
for strengthening family and security
oversight.

In his address at the 26th session
of the International Islamic Figh
Academy Council Conference,
sponsored by Qatar’s Ministry of
Endowments and Islamic Affairs,
Prof. Shouman warned about the
dangers of electronic games in
terms of their doctrinal, behavioral,
and psychological effects. He
emphasized that these games have
been transformed from innocent
entertainment into tools of dangerous
cultural and doctrinal infiltration,
requiring firm jurisprudential
intervention and preventive legislative
and educational approaches.
Shouman’s presentation on
“Electronic Games - Their Rulings
and Regulations” covered several
extensive points, most notably
warning against deviant doctrinal
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symbols, such as games containing
polytheistic manifestations, deviant
religious slogans, or fictional deities
that are deified within the game.

He referred to games that lead to
violence and suicide, focusing on
games like “Blue Whale” and ‘PUBG’,
warning of their ability to drive youth
to suicide or behavioral rebellion.
Moreover, he highlighted suspicious
financial gains from buying and
selling characters and power
points in games, considering it
a type of fraud and deception,
which is religiously forbidden. He
distinguished between permissible
and harmful games, calling for
classification based on content
rather than medium, noting that
some are permissible while others
are prohibited depending on
intentions and outcomes.

In addition, he clarified that not every

game is forbidden, but any game
that promotes polytheism or calls for
violence is “poison in the body of
the nation.”

He also stated that it is a religious duty
to issue educational and advisory
guidelines to guide families regarding
appropriate games for their children,
and that silence about some of these
games constitutes negligence in
protecting young minds.

The session was distinguished by
its openness to issues of artificial
intelligence, governance, food
security, electronic games, and the
Islamic finance industry, reaffirming
the ability of Islamic jurisprudence
(figh) to accompany contemporary
transformations with principles of
sound reasoning, implementing
consequence-based jurisprudence,
and achieving proper application of
Islamic law.



\}f, Professeur/ ml

[

Le Grand imam répond aux
questions des enfants

Parfois, mon pére me frappe lorsque
mes résultats scolaires ne sont pas
a la hauteur, malgré mes efforts
constants pour exceller dans mes
études. Cela me rend profondément
triste et provoque en moi de la colére
envers mes parents. Ensuite, un
sentiment de culpabilité s’installe, car
je suis conscient(e) de l'importance
de la bienveillance envers mes
parents. Votre Eminence, pourriez-
vous adresser quelques mots a mon
pere, lui faisant comprendre que je
n’'apprécie pas d’'étre frappé par qui
que ce soit ?

O mon fils, ton pére t'aime
profondément et cherche toujours
ton bien. Chaque parent souhaite que
son enfant soit meilleur que lui. Ce qui
le pousse a te punir, c’est seulement
son souci de voir tes lacunes
disparaitre, et son désir que tu sois
assidu et brillant. Ainsi, applique-
toi dans tes études et ta formation
pour récolter les recompenses et les
eloges, et éviter les reproches. Avant
tout, cherche a satisfaire Allah, et a
servir ta foi et ta patrie.

Et un conseil a tous les parents :
veillez a étre doux avec vos enfants
et sages dans leur éducation, car ils
sont un don d’Allah pour nous. Soyez
donc miséricordieux envers eux, tout
comme notre prophéte Muhammad
#g I'étaitTop of Form. Le hadith
suivant le confirme : on rapporte
qu’Anas |Ibn Malik (qu’Allah I'Agrée)
dit : « Je n’ai jamais vu quelqu’un qui
soit plus miséricordieux envers les
enfants que le Messager d’Allah. »1
Le Messager d’Allah n’a jamais
frappé un enfant. Il est préférable
que nous nous rapprochions d’eux,
les accompagnions, les écoutions,
inculquions en eux le sens de
'exemple et de la responsabilité, et
invoquions toujours Allah pour qu’ll
les guide, les comble de réussite et
de rectitude.

Dans mon pays, il y a des gens qui
tuent d’autres personnes prétendant
: « Nous luttons pour I'Etat islamique.
» Allah nous a-t-il vraiment ordonné
de le faire ?

Qu’Allah te bénisse, mon fils, pour
cette question. Ceux-la sont un
groupe parmi les musulmans qui ont
désobéi a Allah et se sont égarés de
Son droit chemin, permettant ainsi le
meurtre et I'effusion de sang illégale.
Laisse-moi t'enseigner de ta religion
ce qui te protégera de leurs doutes et
de leurs troubles.

Effectivement, notre religion nous
enseigne que tuer une ame sans
juste cause constitue un grand péché
et un crime majeur, auquel nul ne
devrait jamais participer. Et celui qui
s’y engage déliberément est menacé
par Allah de malédiction, de punition
et de I’entrée en enfer. Le noble
Coran dit a ce propos : « Quiconque
tue intentionnellement un croyant,
subira comme sanction la Géhenne
ou il demeurera éternellement et
encourra la colére et la malédiction
d’Allah [ici-bas]. Allah lui Réservera

1 -Rapporté par Muslim, n°2316.
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Relu par Mr. Yahya ALBERT

un immense chatiment [dans la
Vie future]. » [Sourate al-Nisa’ (les
Femmes), v.93]. Le meurtre, mon
fils, constitue un crime majeur dans
toutes les législations et dans toutes
les religions. Allah, le Tout-Puissant,
dit a ce sujet : « C’est pourquoi Nous
avons prescrit aux enfants d’lsraél
ceci : Quiconque tue une personne
non coupable de meurtre ou d’une
corruption sur terre est a assimiler
au meurtrier de tout le genre humain.
Quiconque fait revivre une personne
doit étre considéré comme ayant fait
revivre tout le genre humain! Nos
Messagers leur ont apporté des
preuves évidentes. Mais par la suite,
beaucoup d’entre eux commirent des
exces sur terre. » [Sourate al-M&’idah
(la Table servie), v.32].

Quant a ces saboteurs, ils sont
rémunérés et sont I'ceuvre des
ennemis de notre patrie bien-
aimée, 'Egypte, et de tous les pays
musulmans. L’avidité, ainsi que
I’'amour de I'argent, du prestige et du
pouvaoir, les ont aveuglés, au point
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gu’ils ont répandu cela parmi les
gens a travers leur ignorance et leur
egarement.Top of Form

Ce que font ces groupes, a savoir
tuer et verser le sang, n'est pas un
jihad pour la cause d’Allah comme
ils le prétendent, mais plutdt un jihad
sur le chemin de Satan, de I'avidité,
de la convoitise du pouvoir, et au
service des ennemis de la patrie ;
car le jihad pour la cause d’Allah a été
prescrit pour repousser l'injustice, se
défendre, établir la justice, et protéger
les frontieres des pays musulmans.
Ce qu’a accompli la grande armée
egyptienne lors de la glorieuse guerre
d’octobre en est un exemple ainsi que
les autres actes héroiques qu’elle
entreprend pour préserver le pays.
Le jihad posséde des normes et
des dispositions que nous devons
respecter. Nous énumérons les
points suivants : Il doit étre effectué
sous la direction du chef et avec
sa permission, dans le cadre d’'un
objectif légitime. Celui qui prend les
armes sans l'ordre du chef ou avec

un groupe prétendant appartenir a
I'lslam, tout en engageant des actes
de violence et d’intimidation au
nom du jihad, commet assurément
une erreur flagrante et s’égare
manifestement, une déviation que
I'lslam rejette catégoriquement.
Nous devons alors faire face a de
tels groupes afin de repousser leur
mal et se débarrasser d’eux en vertu
du verset : « La punition de ceux
qui font la guerre a Allah et a Son
Messager et sément la corruption
sur la terre sera I'exécution ou la
crucifixion ou I'ablation d’une main et
du pied opposé, ou le bannissement
de leur pays. Cela sera pour eux
un opprobre ici-bas et dans la vie
future, un immense chatiment leur
sera réservé2, a I'exception de ceux
qui se seront repentis avant que vous
les ayez en votre pouvoir. Sachez
qu’Allah Est Toujours Disposé a
Pardonner et Trés Miséricordieux. »
[Sourate al-M&’idah ( la Table servie),
v.33-34].

Mon fils, Allah, le Trés-Haut, n’a
pas ordonné ces actes meurtriers
perpétrés par ces groupes, car
Allah ne commande que le bien.
A ce propos, le noble Coran dit: «
Lorsqu’ils commettent une turpitude,
ils déclarent : « C’est une coutume
Iéguée par nos ancétres et prescrite
par Allah! » Dis : « Allah n’ordonne
aucune turpitude. Direz-vous d’Allah
ce que vous ne savez pas ? » Dis-
leur : « Mon Seigneur a Ordonné
I'équité ; [Il a Ordonné] de s’orienter
[vers la ka‘ba] tout en accomplissant
la salat, de l'invoquer tout en Lui
vouant sincerement le culte. Vous
serez ramenés [a Lui,] tels qu’ll vous
a Formés au commencement. »
[Sourate Al-A'raf, les Murailles, v.28-
29]. Ce verset indique qu’Allah,
le Trés-Haut, commande I'équité
et interdit 'agression, l'injustice
et 'oppression. Pour établir la
justice, Allah nous ordonne de nous
défendre en nous protégeant contre
les agresseurs. C’est effectivement
ce que l'lslam appelle le jihad basé
sur la légitime défense et non pas
sur 'agression des autres comme
le font ces groupes. Soyons donc
raisonnables pour savoir la réalité
des choses et étre convaincu
que I'lslam est innocent de toute
violence, de tout sabotage et de
toute abomination. Il suffit, a cet
eégard, de souligner, a cet égard, le
verset : « Combattez pour la cause
d’Allah ceux qui vous combattent et
ne transgressez pas, car Allah n’aime
pas les transgresseurs. » [Sourate al-
Bagarah (la Vache), v.190]. Dans ce
verset, Allah ordonne aux musulmans
de se défendre contre ceux qui les
attaquent, a condition de ne pas initier
I’agression, en respect des principes
tolérants de I'lslam.

2- |l s’agit ici de la peine légale applicable au
crime de brigandage [hiraba]. Cette peine varie
proportionnellement en fonction de I'acte : en cas
de terrifier, on se contente de les bannir. Si les
brigands volent, ils doivent se voir amputés des
mains et des pieds opposés. En cas de meurtre,
ils doivent étre exécutés ou crucifiés.
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