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Al-Azhar Delegation Inspects the Fire
Damage at Esna Church, Affirming the
Solidarity of the Egyptian Family House

Dr. Mohammad Abu Zaid al-Amir, the General Coordinator
and Secretary-General of “The Egyptian Family House”,
conducted a field visit to the Church of the Virgin Mary in Esna
city. This visit came according to the commission of Prof.
Ahmad at-Tayyeb, the Grand Imam of al-Azhar, to inspect
the fire site that broke out on the church’s roof.

Al-Azhar delegation was received by Father Matthaios
Zachary, Deputy of the Esna and Armant Diocese, Father
Moussa Roshdy, Father Haroun Samuel, Father Boulos
Hakim, and Father Ibrahim Abady, priests of the Diocese.
During the visit, Dr. Mohammad Abu Zaid declared al-Azhar’s
full solidarity and support for the Diocese and the church
community, praising the patriotic spirit shown by everyone
in facing such a situation.

In the same vein, Prof. Ahmad at-Tayyeb, the Grand Imam
of al-Azhar, made a phone call to Father Matthaios Zachary,
Deputy of the Esna and Armant Diocese, during which His
Eminence expressed his sincere solidarity and condolences,
stressing that such situations reveal the authenticity and
cohesion of the Egyptian people.

The New Understanding of Human Values Contributes
to Confronting the Challenges Threatening Peace and
Security Process Amid the Spread of Extremist Thought

The World Organization for al-Azhar Graduates branch in
Mali, convened a lecture, under the title of: “Common Human
Values between Religions as the Foundation of Peaceful
Coexistence”, at al-Salam school in Bamako. The lecture
was given by Ibrahim Mohammad Koni, a member of the
branch, who explained that human values are the common
denominator between all civilizations, peoples, and religions.
He illustrated some dimensions, including the human, social,
and moral ones.

He pointed out that the Holy Quran, in its reality, essence,
and origin, is a comprehensive universal human call, aiming
to unite and gather hearts. He added that the Quran has
built bridges of shared peaceful coexistence and civil peace
within the Islamic society and among all its spectrums and
components, without any consideration for differences in
religion, race, or color.

He stressed that the Islamic message aims to preserve Man’s
body, soul, spirit, thought, culture, and identity. He stated that the
new understanding of the concept of human values contributes
to supporting the state’s plans and horizontal directions.
Such a contribution extends to spreading awareness among
individuals about the importance of confronting challenges and
risks that threaten the peace and security process, especially
amid the spread of extremist ideas.

Massive Scientific Encyclopedia of Hadith Commentaries
by Prophetic Sunnah Committee of Al-Azhar Council of
Senior Scholars at Upcoming Book Fair

Under the direction of His Eminence Prof. Abbas Shouman,
Secretary-General of al-Azhar Council of Senior Scholars and
President of the World Organization for al-Azhar Graduates,
the Prophetic Sunnah Committee of the General Secretariat
of al-Azhar Council of Senior Scholars convened. Prof. Ahmed
Maabed Abdul Kareem and Prof. Galal al-Din Ajwa, members
of the Council, chaired the Committee, with the presence of
Prof. Ayman al-Hajjar, Researcher at the General Secretariat
of the Council and Committee Coordinator, along with a
number of researchers from the Hadith departments at al-
Azhar University.

The meeting discussed the efforts being made in the massive
academic work undertaken by the Committee, designated
among the Council’s publications for the upcoming book fair in
2026. This work is an “Encyclopedia of Hadith Commentaries”
based on the chapters of Sahih al-Bukhari.

For his part, Prof. Abdel Kareem praised the researchers’ efforts
in this encyclopedia, which makes it necessary to re-read the
Prophetic Sunnah in the context of contemporary reality - notin
the sense of changing it or distorting its meanings, but rather to
understand its implications and objectives more deeply, and to
extract the civilizational values and social and ethical guidance
it contains that meet the needs of our time.

It is worth noting that the Committee published a number of
books, including “Imam al-Bukhari and His Sahih” by Sheikh
Abdul Ghani Abdul Khaliq, the edited book “The Essence of
Sahih al-Bukhari” by Sheikh Abdul Jaleel Issa, and the book
“Prominent Hadith Scholars” by Prof. Mohammad Mohammad
Abu Shahba.

Words Are a Trust, and Your Role Is Vital in Raising Awareness of

the Ummah'’s Causes, Fore

His Eminence Prof. Ahmad at-
Tayyeb, Grand Imam of al-Azhar,
held an open dialogue with a select
delegation of prominent Arab
media figures on the sidelines of
his participation in the Arab Media
Summit held in Dubai from May 25
to 27.

At the outset of the meeting, the
Grand Imam emphasized the crucial
role of media in raising awareness
of pressing challenges, mobilizing
public opinion around the causes
of the Muslim Ummah, fostering
patriotism, upholding ethical and
moral values, and instilling pride
in cultural and religious heritage
among youth. He highlighted
the urgency of this mission in the
face of growing global challenges,
rising hate speech, extremism, and
Islamophobia. His Eminence called
for a unified Arab media strategy that
defends the interests of the Ummah
and protects young generations
from the dangers of polarization and
alienation, particularly as certain
digital platforms seek to distance
youth from the realities of their
communities and nations.

His Eminence noted that Al-Azhar has
long been committed to promoting
a culture of peace, a fundamental
principle that is embedded in its
curriculum from elementary to
university levels. “All divine religions
were revealed to bring happiness to
humankind, to preserve life, and to
spread peace, not to ignite wars or
fuel hatred,” he affirmed. The Grand
Imam also pointed to Al-Azhar’s
initiatives in this regard, including
establishing the “Egyptian Family
House” in collaboration with Egyptian
churches. This initiative has played a
pivotal role in strengthening national
unity and mitigating sectarian
tensions. “When Egyptians saw the
priest standing beside the sheikh,
many sources of discord and conflict

simply vanished,” he observed.

In response to a question about
minority rights, the Grand Imam
firmly rejected the use of the term
“minorities,” arguing that it implies a
hierarchical division among citizens
and can lead to the erosion of
rights. He stressed the importance
of affirming the principle of full
citizenship, with equal rights and
responsibilities for all. Al-Azhar
has organized several conferences
and issued numerous declarations
reinforcing this principle. He called
upon media professionals to actively
promote these values, affirming that
modern states must be built on equal
citizenship without discrimination or
categorization.

Addressing the tendency to blame
religion for modern conflicts and
wars, His Eminence stressed
the importance of distinguishing
between the authentic teachings of
religions, which call for peace and
coexistence—and the distorted
interpretations that justify violence in
the name of religion. “All prophets are
brothers, and the religion of God has
been one from Adam to Muhammad
(peace be upon them all),” he
stated. “There can be no justification
whatsoever for violence in the name

most the Palestinian Cause

of religion. What we are witnessing
is a hijacking of religion for political
purposes, an unacceptable misuse,”
he added. The Grand Imam also
warned against the Zionist entity’s
persistent attempts to conflate
Zionism, as an absolute political evil,
with Judaism, a monotheistic faith.
When asked about the increasing
calls in some societies to normalize
“homosexuality” and other moral
deviations, His Eminence responded,
“Such calls are symptomatic of a
civilization in turmoil, one that has
lost its moral compass and seeks
to marginalize religion altogether,
idolizing individual freedom and
unrestrained material gratification.”
He clarified that moral authority must
derive from divine revelation, not the
volatile human intellect. “It is religion
that stabilizes morality. We cannot
entrust moral guidance solely to the
ever-changing human mind,” he
asserted.

Concluding the discussion, the Grand
Imam addressed the youth of the
Arab and Muslim worlds, urging them
to arm themselves with knowledge
and insight. “Read before you speak,
especially when the subject is Islam,
Arab identity, or Eastern civilization,”
he advised.

The Nation of Islam is Not Weak.. But it has Weakened Itself
through Division and Fragmentation

The World Organization for
al-Azhar Graduates and the
Federation of Islamic Institutions
in Brazil celebrated the winners
of the Global Competition for the
Holy Quran and Good Voices. The
winners included both Egyptian
and international students from
various countries around the world.
The competition was held during
Ramadan 2025 at Sheikh Zayed
Center for Teaching Arabic to Non-
Natives, in the presence of several
prominent Azhari leaders. Notable
attendees included His Eminence
Prof. Abbas Shouman, President
of the Organization and Secretary-
General of al-Azhar Council of
Senior Scholars; Major General Wael
Bekhit, Vice President of the Board
of Directors; Prof. Abdul Dayyem
Nusseir, Advisor to the Grand
Imam of al-Azhar and Secretary-
General of the Organization; His
Eminence Prof. Mohammad al-
Jendi, Secretary-General of the
Islamic Research Academy; and
His Eminence Sheikh Ayman Abdul
Ghani, Head of al-Azhar Institutes
Sector. Also in attendance were
Prof. Nahla al-Haraki, Member of the
Organization’s Board of Directors,
Fatima Abdul-Moneim, President
of the Competition Jury, along
with other members of the judging
committee.

The ceremony was opened by the
Azhari student Mohammad Ahmad
Hassan, who was among those
who led the Taraweeh prayers at

www.alruwag.com

al-Azhar Mosque last Ramadan. He
was also honored on the sidelines of
the celebration.

For his part, Prof. Abbas Shouman
stated that Muslims today are well
aware of the dangers surrounding
them and the threats posed by their
enemies. He emphasized that the
way to overcome these challenges
is by returning to the Holy Quran and
reviving its teachings in the hearts of
the emerging and rising generations,
so they can confront these dangers
effectively.

Additionally, Prof. Shouman
emphasized that the Islamic Ummah
is a nation that takes pride in its
Quran, its religion, and its history.
He expressed confidence that the
current challenges are temporary
and that the Ummah will regain its
former glory through a return to the
Holy Quran.

He said that the Nation of Islam is

not weak, but it has weakened itself
through division and fragmentation.
Furthermore, Prof. Mohammad
al-Jendi explained that the Holy
Quran serves as a compass in the
life of every Muslim, guiding moral
awareness, compassion, emotional
control, and both mental and spiritual
thinking. He emphasized that this
occasion marks a celebration and
honor of those who have excelled
in memorizing the Holy Quran. It is
a moment of great happiness and joy
for all of us, affirming the truth that
the Quran intercedes for its bearer
on the Day of Resurrection, raises
their status and rank in Paradise,
places them among the angels
on the path of righteousness, and
brings blessings that surpass those
of others in both this world and the
Hereafter. Its influence continues
throughout one’s life and even after
death.
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Entre exigence intellectuelle et
reception controversee

Jacques Berque occupe une
place éminente parmi les figures
intellectuelles qui ont ceuvré, au XXe
siécle, a la construction de passerelles
entre 'Orient et 'Occident. Son projet de
traduction des ma‘ant al-Qur’an « sens
du Coran » en frangais ne relevait pas
d’'une simple expérience linguistique,
mais s’inscrivait dans une démarche
intellectuelle enracinée dans la volonté
de comprendre les civilisations, de s’y
ouvrir et de dialoguer avec elles. Si
cette entreprise suscita 'admiration
de nombreux lecteurs, elle provoqua
également une large controverse, en
particulier en Egypte et dans le monde
musulman.

Une réception contrastée en Egypte
La traduction des ma‘ant al-Qur’an
présentée par Jacques Berque a
suscité une vague de débats dans les
cercles religieux égyptiens, notamment
au sein d’al-Azhar. Certains y virent
une tentative sincére d’approche du
texte sacré avec respect et profondeur,
tandis que d’autres l'accuseérent
d’erreurs, de contre-sens, voire
d’intentions idéologiques malveillantes.
Des voix, telles que celle de la Dr
Zaynab Abdel Aziz, allérent jusqu’a
considérer cette traduction comme
un « danger », accusant Berque de
saper les fondements de la doctrine
musulmane a travers des choix
lexicaux jugés « trompeurs ».

Face a ces critiques, le Shaykh d’al-
Azhar, Jad al-Haqq, mit en place en
1995 une commission composée de
spécialistes en sciences islamiques et
en langue frangaise pour évaluer cette
traduction. Le rapport rendu fut sévere
et controversé : il reprocha notamment
a Berque d’avoir traduit la sourate
ar-Rim (»5-') par « Rome » au lieu
de « Les Byzantins » (Les Byzantins
étant historiquement plus précis). La
variation dans la traduction du terme «
al-Qur’an » (0_d)) en I'Ecrit, le Rappel,
ou encore le Coran, fut vue comme
une source de confusion. De plus,
linclination de Berque a lire le texte
coranique a travers les prismes de la
poésie grecque ou de la philosophie
hellénique fut interprétée comme une
déformation de ses intentions.
Cependant, Jacques Berque jouissait
d’un respect notoire dans le monde
arabe : membre de I’Académie de
la langue arabe au Caire, arabisant
reconnu, penseur humaniste engagé
dans le dialogue des civilisations. Son
objectif déclaré était de proposer un «
essai » de traduction fidéle a I'esprit du
texte, compréhensible pour le lecteur
francophone.

Une traduction a portée philosophique
et herméneutique

La traduction de Berque n’était
nullement littérale, mais bien une
entreprise intellectuelle et interprétative,

®

nourrie par une connaissance
approfondie du texte et une volonté
sincére de le comprendre. Ainsi, la
traduction du mot al-ghayb (<) par
le Mystére, bien que recevable dans
un certain cadre, fut critiquée pour
ne pas rendre compte de la richesse
sémantique du terme, qui dans les
exégéses islamiques est intimement
lié a la foi et au tawh1d (=),

De méme, son choix de traduire al-
fu’ad (334)) systématiquement par coeur
peut préter a confusion, ce dernier
étant souvent synonyme d’intellect
ou de conscience dans les contextes
coraniques, et non exclusivement de
sentiment ou d’affect, sens dominant
du mot cceur en frangais.
L’expression mukhlisan lahu ad-din
(el a1 Lalis) est rendue par vouant a
Lui la religion fonciére ou en Lui vouant
la religion fonciére, une traduction
qui tente de préserver la dimension
doctrinale du monothéisme, bien qu’elle
soit teintée d'un style philosophique.
En traduisant le verset : )culi s o
ild s 1aale J el ( (az-Zumar 39:9),
Berque adopte un ton littéraire : Quoi !
Celui qui fait dévotion a telles heures de
la nuit, et se prosterne et se redresse...,
ajoutant des points de suspension pour

www.alruwag.com

suggeérer une signification implicite
difficile a restituer pleinement.
Concernant les versets aux statuts
différents — ayat muhkamat wa-ukhar
mutashabihat (<lebiie Hal s cleSae i) —
Berque opte pour signes péremptoires
et ambigus. Or, péremptoires évoque
l'idée d'irréfutabilité, et ambigus celle
d’ambivalence ou de doute, risquant de
créer une opposition artificielle que le
verset ne cherche pas nécessairement
a établir.

Une critique oscillante entre rigueur
et excés

Certains critiques, comme Mohamed
Rajab al-Bayyumr, ont consacré des
ouvrages entiers a réfuter la traduction
de Berque, dénongant sa conception
du wahy (s~3), du ghayb ('), ou
encore sa séparation entre din (cx2) et
dawla (15:). D’autres, a l'instar de la Dr
Zaynab Abdel Aziz, ont qualifié I'ceuvre
de produit d'un projet orientaliste visant
a miner I'islam de l'intérieur. Malgré
I'exagération manifeste de certaines
de ces critiques, elles ont néanmoins
ouvert un débat légitime sur les
conditions requises pour traduire les
textes religieux.

Il est significatif que certains de ces
détracteurs aient reconnu ne pas avoir

consulté I'intégralité de la traduction,
ou ne pas étre spécialisés en sciences
islamiques, ce qui entame la crédibilité
de leurs jugements.

A l'opposé, des chercheurs plus
nuanceés, tels que Dr Mahmid ‘Azab,
ont adopté une posture critique
constructive, reconnaissant a la fois
les apports de Berque et les limites
de son ceuvre, plaidant pour une
discussion enrichissante plutot qu’'une
condamnation hative.

Les défis de la traduction coranique
Traduire le Qur’an (o) ne se réduit pas
a un simple transfert linguistique : c’est
un acte interprétatif, culturel, doctrinal
et parfois mystique. Toute traduction
implique des choix sémantiques,
méthodologiques et herméneutiques.
Des termes coraniques comme al-Birr
(L), al-lhsan (oY), Jihad (=),
Dhikr (_53), al-Barzakh (zJ.d) etc.,
n'ont pas d’équivalents exacts en
frangais. Sans parler de I'importance
de la ponctuation, des allusions
contextuelles ou du rythme rhétorique.
Jacques Berque en était pleinement
conscient. Il n’a jamais prétendu offrir
une traduction définitive ou exhaustive.
Il a d’ailleurs intitulé son ceuvre Essai
de traduction, reconnaissant ainsi les
limites de tout effort individuel.

Vers une approche collective
L’expérience de Berque souligne
I'urgence d’un projet collectif de
traduction du Qur’an, réunissant
linguistes, islamologues, traducteurs
professionnels et exégetes. Ce n’est
qu’a travers un tel travail d’équipe qu’on
peut espérer produire une traduction
plus fidele, sensible a la polysémie
du texte et adaptée a un lectorat non-
arabophone.

A cet effet, al-Azhar a entrepris la
traduction des ma‘ant al-Qur’an vers
plusieurs langues étrangéres, dont
le frangais, a travers des équipes
spécialisées dans les sciences
religieuses et linguistiques, veillant
a corriger les erreurs rencontrées
dans les traductions précédentes,
notamment celles touchant aux versets
a forte portée doctrinale.

Conclusion

La traduction de Jacques Berque
des ma‘ant al-Qur’an constitue une
tentative audacieuse et un apport
intellectuel remarquable. Elle refléte
un profond respect du texte coranique
et une volonté sincére de le rendre
accessible au lecteur occidental.
Bien qu’elle ait suscité des critiques,
elle ouvre un espace de réflexion
et d’actualisation des méthodes de
traduction des textes sacrés. Qu'on
le considére comme passeur de
civilisations ou comme prisonnier
d’une méthodologie occidentale,
Berque laisse une ceuvre qui interpelle,
questionne et invite au dialogue.
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